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CC TO HOST ETHNOMUSICOLOGY SYMPOSIUM
 BRINGING TOGETHER SCHOLARS, PERFORMERS
 Event will be largest of its kind in Colorado Springs

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – Sept. 26, 2017 – “Sound Alliances: A Celebration of Indigenous Music and Culture” brings together Indigenous musicians from Taiwan, Scandinavia and the U.S., along with Native and non-Native music scholars, at a symposium at Colorado College on Wednesday, Oct. 25. Approximately 25 Indigenous performance artists, scholars and musicians will give presentations at the event. They will be joined by approximately 75 other music scholars along with CC faculty, students and staff, making it the largest gathering of its kind in Colorado Springs, says CC Professor of Music Victoria Levine, who is coordinating the symposium.

The term “Indigenous” applies to any people who originated in a particular place and who have been colonialized and subjected to land loss, diminished human rights and discrimination, says Levine, who has taught ethnomusicology at Colorado College since 1988.

The symposium, hosted by Colorado College and the Society of Ethnomusicology Indigenous Music section, is being held in advance of the Society of Ethnomusiciology’s annual meeting in Denver.

“This is an incredible opportunity for all of us working in the area of Indigenous music to come together in one place,” says Levine. “We look forward to focused discussion, particularly on the topics of innovative engagements with Indigenous theories and research methodologies, and on ways in which scholars might collaborate with Indigenous activists to promote social justice.”

The CC event includes three roundtable discussions, a gallery tour of an exhibit by Raven Chacon (Navajo) at the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center at Colorado College and a multi-media performance featuring traditional and contemporary Indigenous performers. All are free and open to the public.

Chacon and Dylan Robinson, who holds the Canada research chair in Indigenous arts at Queens University in Ontario, will lead the tour of Chacon’s “Lightning Speak” exhibit. Chacon is an experimental music composer, performer, and installation artist, whose work blurs the lines between visual art, sound composition and immersive experience, says Jessica Hunter-Larsen, FAC director of academic engagement and curator of interdisciplinary arts.

The three roundtables will focus on various issues in contemporary ethnomusicology. The roundtable discussions, which will be held in Packard Hall, 5 W. Cache La Poudre St., are:

· “Keywords for an Indigenized Sound Studies,” led by Jessica Bissett Perea (Dena’ina) and Trevor Reed (Hopi) 
· “Decolonization and Religion: Cases from Sápmi and Taiwan,” led by Chun-bin Chen and Klisala Harrison 
· “Indigenous Community Activism along Colorado’s Front Range,” led by Christina Leza (Yoeme/Chicana) and Clint Carroll (Cherokee),
Levine, Hunter-Larsen and FAC Museum Director Rebecca Tucker took an interdisciplinary class, Space and Place in the Southwest, to New Mexico last year, where they saw Chacon’s work. “We all walked out, looked at each other, and said ‘He’s got to be our first Mellon Artist-in-Residence,’” Levine said.

Chacon, who composes chamber music, performs experimental noise music, and is an installation artist and educator, is indeed the first Mellon Foundation Artist-in-Residence at the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center at Colorado College. He is a member of the Indigenous art collective Postcommodity, a team of conceptually-driven artists who challenge limiting and market-driven notions of Native American art.

The symposium concludes with a 7 p.m. concert, titled “A Celebration of Indigenous Music,” in Armstrong Hall’s Kathryn Mohrman Theatre produced by Dawn Avery (Mohawk heritage). The 90-minute multi-media performance features prestigious traditional and contemporary Indigenous performers in an evening of music, dance and video. The award-winning artists and cultural specialists hail from North America (Lakota, Mohawk and Navajo), Taiwan (Paiwan and Bunun) and Scandinavia (Sámi). The concert features multimedia projections by Claire Kalala and Ty Defoe (Oneida/Ojibwe), as well as animation by multimedia designer Kate Freer.

The concert program includes:

· Songs of the Paiwan and Bunun Tribes of Taiwan (Traditional) Djanav Zengror and Umav Balalavi, vocals and nose flute
· Táágo Dez’á for singing cellist (Raven Chacon, Navajo) Dawn Avery, vocals and violoncello
· Water is Life (Dawn Ierihó:kwats Avery) Dawn Avery, vocals and violoncello; animation by Katherine Freer
· Sámi Yoik Songs (Traditional and Contemporary) OZAS – Sara Marielle Gaup and Risten Anine Gaup, vocals

· Lakota Drum and Social Dance Songs (Traditional and Contemporary) The Bearsheart Family Dancers
About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,000 undergraduate students study one course at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu
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